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Stetement of »robable cause concernin’; an aircraft aceldsnt

which oecurred to a plane of Transconbinental ana cestern

Air, Incorporated, near albuGuercue, New .:.exicc, on aufust 3,
19%5 ’

To the Director of Air Coumerce:

On Aurust 3, 1955 gt about 12:55 a. m. approximaiely 30 miles Zast of
Albuguergue, Hew :.exico, an airplans of United States resistry, piloted by
a 1icensed aiman, while being operated in seisduled T1i-ht carrying passsp—
sors and United States nail, was forced to land with resnltani destruction
of the aireraft, but no serious injuriss to the passznsers or crew.

The plane, a Douzlas, model DC-2, bore Department of Commerce license
number BG-13722 and was beins, ozerated by iranscontinental and i/estern air,
Incorporated, between Los Angelss, Galifornia, and llewarx, liew Jergey, with
scheduled stops at albucuerque, Jmarillo, Hansas City, Columbus and Pitts-
bur-h., The pilot, ¢lifford V. abbott, held a Despartment of Commerce trans-
port pilot's license and a scheduled air transport rating. The co-pilot,
We e Jones, also held a Department of Canmsrce transiort pilot*s license
and & scheduled air transsort ratin.

The passengsrs were: H. &. 3owsn, O, J. Jheeler, .i. uckner, Steve
WHaapl zan, rather Walter Plimaer, Durrary 3lank, L. 4. .cDonald, G. a. balloait
and T. ., Whipps.

A ~ Alfter refuelins, this twipn, kaown as slizht 6, toox of T from albuguerque
at 12:31 a. m. The pilot climbad toc an Altitude of 3300 feet wiere he changed
the propeller settings Trom low to high piteh and switched Trom the smergency
tank of 87 ocigne Tuel used while taxin: off to toe left main tanx of 80 cctane

fuel used for cruising.

Shortly after this, while a2t an altitjude of 9500 fest, the leit en’ine
stopped and immediately after, the right engine stopped. The vilot iimedia-
tely changed back to the emerzency tank and with: the assistancs of the co-
nilot attempied to zei the engines startsd again by umplng the threttles
and using the wibble pump. ‘'Lhis was ceontinued wuntil the plane had lest so
imeh altitude that an emergency laniin. could not be avoided. The pilci ihen
dropped wwo flares, seeking a landins field, and by the eid of o third flasre,
dropped by a plane winlceh had come to nis assistance, suceseded in effecting
an energeicy landing.

The eccuntry in which this landing was elfe: s}
growth of scrub pine trees growing to heiphts of 135 : et,. The ground
is roliing #ith considerable rock formation meling # 1
rouch. There were several =mall open pasiures
care to rest in che of these after havin. cut
trees, The left wing apderently becaus entan
down. The nose bhen apoarently plowed through =3 which swang the
plene around to the lelt, allowing it to contact the gfround while headed
approximately oopesite to The dirsciicon of approach,

surrounding
pullisg Zhe plane



The plane whicel rendered sucu effective assisiance to Fiizint 8 in the
emergency head refueled at albucuerque and had departed some time previcusly.
This plane experienced the saue difficulty waen changing from 87 to 80 octane
fuel but the erew had been Tortunats in getting the ensines startsd again on
87 octane fuel. ZXfter satisfylng themselves through sxperiment that something
was definitely wrons with fthe 80 octane fuel and realizing that Flight 6 had
or was abcut to take off with the same fuel, they radioced this Tlipght of their
experience and .kow they overcame i{ and turned at once toward albuguerque to
aid Flizht & if necessary.

They signted Flight & just after i% had dropped its flares and was
slightly above the tree tops in effecting ihe energency landing. They
imrediately dropped one of their flares to ieep the ground lighted until
the plane came to rest and then Tlew overhead until signaled Trom the ground
that everything was alright. :

The failure of the cngines was found to bte due to the pressence of a
large amocunt of water in the 80 octanz Tuel with which the plane had been
serviced at AlbuQuercus. A check of the Tuel storase systen at 4dlbuquercue
disclosed that on 5000 gallon underground tank cantained about 200 gallons
of water. after extensive tests, it was found that with a certain amount
of water in the fuel pit, pumping fuel Trom The underground storage tani
would cause water to syphon from the fuel piv inlto the fank through an air
vent running between the two. On the afternoon of the preceding day there
had been an unusual emount of rainfall which had {looded the concrete apron
and filled the Tuel pit with water.

it 1s the opinion of the Acclgent comrd that the probabvle cause of this
acqident-was an abnormal .amount of water in the left main fuel tank of the
aircraft due to aceidsntal entry of water into an underground fuel storage
tank. '

The manner in which water got inte this underground tank was very un-
vsual and immediate steps were tTaken on all air lines %o prsvent a recurrence.

ACCIDUNT 50aRD

Jesse W. Lankford,
Secretary.

1337



